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Session Information 
At 7:28 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, 2022, the House stands adjourned until Monday, May 23, 2022, at 12:00 p.m., 
unless sooner recalled by the Speaker.  
At 3:25 p.m. on Wednesday, April 13, 2022, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, May 23, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. 
unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
May 23-25, June 7-9, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30, Sep. 12-14, 19-21, Oct. 24-26, Nov. 14-16 
Senate 
May 23-25, June 6-8, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Hearings 
 
News and Updates 
Secretary Resignations – Noe Ortega, PA Secretary of Education, announced on April 22 that he is resigning from 
the position the end of April. Gov. Wolf has appointed Eric Hagarty to serve as Acting Secretary upon Ortega’s 
leaving the department. Hagarty currently serves as Gov. Wolf’s Deputy Chief of Staff responsible for implementing 
the governor’s priorities and policies relating to education. In addition to Ortega’s resignation, Gov. Tom Wolf 
announced that Department of Health (DOH) Acting Secretary Keara Klinepeter will resign from her position on 
April 22, with Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson set to fill the role. 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 478 Dush, C. (R) Now Act 18 
No-Bid Contracts. This legislation would amend Act 78 of 1979 to authorize political subdivisions and authorities 
to enter into contracts for services when two consecutive advertisements fail to induce bids. Under the provisions of 
this legislation, when a political subdivision, municipality authority or transportation authority is required to 
advertise for bids in order to enter into a contract for services and no bids are received, the political subdivision or 
authority may advertise for bids a second time. In the event that no bids are received within 15 days of the second 
advertisement, the political subdivision or authority may initiate negotiations for a contract for services with any 
provider not otherwise disqualified by law or an enactment or policy of the governing body. The bill authorizes 
political subdivisions and authorities to enter into contracts for services when two consecutive advertisements fail to 
induce bids. Signed in Senate, April 13, 2022. Signed in House, April 13, 2022. Presented to the Governor, 
April 13, 2022. Gov. Approved by the Governor April 19, 2022. – Act 18 
 
SB 959 Martin, S. (R) 
Constitutional Amendment on Agency Authority. The bill is a joint resolution that would amend the PA 
Constitution to clarify that no Department Secretary (or no unconfirmed Acting-Secretary) or agency can issue 
mandates, guidance and/or directives otherwise confined to circumstances described under Title 35 without an 
official emergency declaration in effect. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative 
sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. Re-referred to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee April 13, 2022. 
 
SB 1181 Brooks, M. (R) 
Allowing Whole Milk in Schools. Act authorizing the provision or sale of Pennsylvania milk in Pennsylvania 
schools. Reported as committed from Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs April 5, 2022. Rereferred to 
Appropriations April 11, 2022.  
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SB 1191 Ward, J. (R) 
The Fairness in Women's Sports Act. Requires sport activities in public institutions of higher education and public 
school entities to be expressly designated male, female or coed; and creates causes of action for harm suffered by 
designation. Defines sex as the biological distinction between male and female based on reproductive biology and 
genetic makeup. Provides nothing shall be construed to restrict the eligibility of a student to participate in an 
interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural or club athletic team or sport designed for the student's sex or designated 
coed or mixed. A government entity, licensing or accrediting organization, or an athletic association or organization 
may not entertain a complaint, open an investigation, or take any other action against a school or institution of higher 
education for maintaining separate interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural or club athletic teams or sports for 
students of the female sex. Effective in 60 days. Reported as committed from Senate Education April 11, 2022, 7-
4, with all Democrats voting in opposition. 
 
SB 1196 Martin, S. (R) 
Cosmetology and Barber Training Programs. Amends the Barbers' License Law providing a career and technical 
education (CTE) barber school student may earn up to 350 hours of education through participation in out-of-school 
programs. Provides a CTE barber student must be supervised by a licensed barber, barber manager or barber teacher 
who has at least five years' experience. Provides the program educator may use information obtained from the out-of-
school program in gauging and grading the student's skill level. Provides out-of-school programs shall notify each 
client upon whom the CTE barber student performs a service that the service is being performed by a CTE barber 
student. A CTE barber student may receive compensation for services rendered in the out-of-school program and 
may not earn less than 250 hours through in-person instruction. Effective immediately. Reported as committed 
from Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure April 13, 2022.  
 
SB 1197 Martin, S. (R) 
Cosmetology and Barber Training Programs. Amends the Cosmetology Law providing a career and technical 
education (CTE) cosmetology school student may earn up to 350 hours of education through participation in out-of-
school programs. Provides a CTE cosmetology student must be supervised by a licensed cosmetologist or 
cosmetology teacher who has at least five years' experience. Provides the program educator may use information 
obtained from the out-of-school program in gauging and grading the student's skill level. Provides out-of-school 
programs shall notify each client upon whom the CTE cosmetology student performs a service that the service is 
being performed by a CTE cosmetology student. A CTE cosmetology student may receive compensation for services 
rendered in the out-of-school program and may not earn less than 250 hours through in-person instruction. Effective 
immediately. Reported as committed from Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure April 13, 
2022.  
 
HB 71 Warner, R. (R) 
The Taxpayer Protection Act/ Commonwealth Spending Limits. This is a Joint Resolution proposing a 
constitutional amendment that sets annual spending limitations on the commonwealth. Specifically, the bill 
establishes that the spending limit for any fiscal year shall be equal to the spending during the immediately prior 
fiscal year, adjusted by the sum of the average of the percentage change in the annual United States Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers and the average percentage change in the resident population in the commonwealth. 
Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the voters 
through a referendum. PASA opposes the bill and any legislation that sets arbitrary limitations on state spending that 
could further restrict the state’s share of funding for essential programs and services that already are underfunded, 
including education. Approved by the House Appropriations Committee, with all Democrats voting in 
opposition April 13, 2022. 
 
HB 972 Gleim, B. (R) 
Fairness in Women’s Sports Act. The Fairness in Women's Sports Act provides that interscholastic, intercollegiate, 
intramural or club athletic teams or sports that are sponsored by a public primary or high school, a public institution 
of higher education or any school or institution where students or teams compete against a public school or institution 
of higher education must be expressly designated as male, men or boys; female, women or girls; or coed or mixed. 
Prohibits male students from participating in athletic teams or sports designated for females, women or girls and 
creates causes of action for harms suffered by designation of athletic teams. If a part of this act is found invalid, all 
valid parts that are severable from the invalid part shall remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in one or more 
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of its applications, the part remains in effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications. 
Effective in 60 days. Effective in 60 days. Passed the House 115-84, April 12, 2022. In the Senate it was referred 
to Senate Education April 21, 2022.  
 
HB 978 Miller, B. (R) 
Right to Know Legislation to Safeguard Personal Financial Information and Public Funds. The bill clarifies 
that an individual’s personal financial information, whether it be with a bank or any other financial institution, or 
their tax information that is required by the state or federal government, is confidential and not a public document. 
The bill also clarifies that an agency’s financial institutions account numbers, routing numbers, credit card numbers, 
and passwords are exempt from disclosure. Third consideration and final passage in the House (202-0) April 27, 
2022. 
 
HB 1330 Ortitay, J. (R) 
Supplemental Online Course Initiative. The amended version of this bill eliminates the original provisions. It 
establishes a phased-in implementation schedule for an online course clearinghouse at different grade levels, 
eventually also including professional development courses. The bill requires the PDE to construct the clearinghouse, 
which will include courses developed and offered for sale either by private entities or public entities, as well as 
institutions of higher education. The bill further provides for contracts between buyers and sellers, for an application 
development and approval process, parameters for purchasing courses, penalties, and the issuance of a report 
regarding the program. Final passage in the House 143-55, April 13, 2022. In the Senate, it was referred to 
Senate Education April 21, 2022.  
 
HB 1578 Keefer, D. (R) 
Eliminating Collar Provisions. Amends the State Employees’ Retirement Code and the Public School Employees’ 
Retirement Code to clearly establish that the contribution collars are no longer in effect and ensure that the 
Commonwealth pay the annual required contribution each year. Approved by the House State Government 
Committee (25-0) April 27, 2022. 
  
HB 1671 Miller, B. (R) 
Pension System Reporting Standards. The bill would require more robust and transparent management fee 
reporting standards from SERS and PSERS by incorporating the transparency recommendations found in the Public 
Pension Management and Asset Investment Review Commission’s (PPMAIRC) report. Specifically, the bill aims to 
give a complete picture of fees, costs and expenses associated with investments and expand access to board 
proceedings and investment materials utilized, as well as increasing performance fee reporting, particularly fees 
associated with carried interest. Amended and approved by the House State Government Committee (25-0) 
April 27, 2022. 
 
HB 2010 Ryan, F. (R) 
Trustee Fiduciary Training.  The bill would require any trustee, board member or other appointed or elected 
official who stands in a fiduciary relationship to a state, county or local pension system, or to a fund of the 
Commonwealth, to obtain two hours of initial training and one hour of annual training in fiduciary law focused on 
fiduciary law generally, as well as conflicts of interest, the prudent expert standard, self-dealing and other relevant 
topics. Amended and approved unanimously by the House State Government Committee April 27, 2022.  
 
HB 2022 Kaufer, A. (R) 
School Based Behavioral Health Assistance. Amends the Public School Code, in preliminary provisions, providing 
for school-based behavioral health assistance. It will allow a public school to place a behavioral health representative 
in a school who may communicate and interact with students to provide social and mental health support assistance. 
The bill will allow a behavioral health representative, stationed in a school under the supervision of a superintendent 
or other chief administrative officer or their designee, to use evidence-based programs for students that provide: 
crisis management; suicide prevention strategies; or skills to communicate with peers and adult, manage emotions, 
setting goals, establishing and maintaining positive relationships, making responsible decisions that support success 
in school and life; a positive school climate. Additionally, a behavioral health representative may also utilize early 
intervention services for students to deal with grief, trauma, anger, anxiety, or sadness. A public school who allows a 
behavioral health representative to interact with their students is required to develop a policy and plan to provide 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1330
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2010
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social and mental support services for all students and enter into a memorandum of understanding with the behavioral 
health assistance entity with which the behavioral health representative is affiliated or employed. The policy should 
include parental and legal guardian communication plans. Reported as amended from House Education, April 25, 
2022 with Rep. Barbara Gleim (R) voting in the negative. 
 
HB 2023 Kaufer, A. (R) 
Behavioral Health Awareness Model Curriculum. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
providing for behavioral health awareness education. It will require the PA Department of Education (PDE) to 
develop a model curriculum to assist school entities in providing behavioral health education. Each school entity may 
provide four hours of training on behavioral health awareness to professional educators. The four hours of training 
may be applied to a professional educator’s continuing professional education requirements. Reported as amended 
from House Education, April 25, 2022 with Rep. Andrew Lewis (R-Dauphin) and Rep. Gleim voting in the 
negative. 
 
HB 2024 Kaufer, A. (R) 
Mental Health Instruction Study. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for 
mental health instruction study. This bill commissions a Mental Health Instruction Study to determine the extent to 
which schools are currently providing mental health instruction in their curriculum. Data collected from this study 
will serve as the basis for recommendations for the improvement of mental health instruction in schools, including 
recommending future legislation. Unanimously reported as amended from House Education, April 25, 2022. 
 
HB 2169 Owlett, C. (R) 
Lifeline Scholarship. Amends the Public School Code, establishing the Lifeline Scholarship Program within the 
Treasury Department. Provides guidelines for application forms, the review, approval, and repeal of an application, 
the agreement between the school and applicant, the terms of the agreement to be valid for one school year, and ways 
the applicant can be terminated and automatically terminated from participation in the program. Provides a lifeline 
scholarship account shall be established for each eligible student, that money shall be deposited into the account for 
the upcoming school year, that collaboration with the Department of Education will help determine an installment 
plan for the account, and that account funds left over after the school year may be carried over to next school year or 
for another institution during a two-year period following graduation from the school. Provides a list of ways fund 
accounts may be utilized. The Treasury Department, auditor general, participating entities, and resident school 
districts are provided certain duties for promulgating the act and legal proceedings in state courts regarding the 
scholarship are detailed. Effective immediately. Third consideration and final passage in the House (104-98) (all 
Democrats and 10 Republicans voted in opposition) April 27, 2022.  
 
HB 2397 Lawrence, J. (R)  
Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act. The Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act authorizes the provision 
or sale of Pennsylvania milk in Pennsylvania schools. Provides Pennsylvania milk that is offered for sale shall be 
deemed as intrastate commerce. Provides the school board or other governing entity of a Pennsylvania school may 
elect to utilize funds from state or local sources to obtain whole Pennsylvania milk or reduced fat Pennsylvania milk 
to provide or sell at the Pennsylvania school. Imposes duties on the secretary of education to inform superintendents 
or chief administrators of Pennsylvania schools of this act. The Office of Attorney General shall, on behalf of a 
Pennsylvania school, bring a civil action against the federal government or any other entity to recover funds withheld 
or revoked as a result of an action taken by the school board or other governing entity of the Pennsylvania school 
under section 4. Provides reporting requirements for the Department of Education and establishes expiration 
provisions. Effective in 30 days. Passed the House 196-2, April 13, 2022. Referred to Senate Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs April 21, 2022.  
 
HB 2428 Knowles, J. (R) 
Sunshine Law and Public Meetings. Amends the Sunshine Act to facilitate the creation of local rules allowing 
meetings to be broadcast online and allow public comment via authorized telecommunications devices. A political 
subdivision or municipal authority offering internet broadcast or remote public comment with those options would 
need to include information regarding the broadcast or public comment to in its existing public notices and meeting 
minutes. Reported as amended from House Local Government April 27, 2022. 
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HB 2447 Benninghoff, K. (R)  
Divestiture of Russian investments by the Commonwealth’s public funds. The bill would divest the 
Commonwealth’s holdings in the State Treasury and pension funds (including both PSERS and SERS) from 
investments that are connected to the Russian government and its critical supporters. The bill would expand upon Act 
44 of 2010’s divestiture of the State Treasury and pension funds from investments related to Iran and Sudan. Third 
consideration and final passage in the House (200-0) April 11, 2022. Referred to Senate State Government 
April 12, 2022.  
 
HB 2524 Schmitt, L. (R) 
Right-to-Know Amendments. The bill makes changed to existing Right-to-Know Law. Those most relevant to 
school districts include the following: 
- requires the public entity to register its open-records officer with the Office of Open Records 
- allows a public entity to require a requester to certify in writing whether the request is for a commercial purpose and 
imposes a penalty for a false written statement 
- forbids a public entity from disposing of any potentially responsive record until the request has been responded to 
and any related appeals have been exhausted 
- provides a process for a public entity to petition the Office of Open Records for relief from a vexatious requester 
(other than media) 
- allows a public entity to assess fees for responding to commercial requests at no more than the hourly wage of the 
lowest-paid public employee of the entity who is capable of searching, reviewing and redacting the information as 
necessary to comply with the request, and such fee charges could be appealed to the Office of Open Records. 
(Attorney requests on behalf of a client and not intended for commercial purposes would be excluded from fees.)   
Reported as amended from House State Government Committee (21-4) April 27, 2022.  
 
HCR1-22 Sonney, C. (R)  
The Concurrent Regulatory Review Resolution disapproves Reg. #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter 
Schools. This is a resolution disapproving PDE’s regulation on charter schools and cyber charter schools. The 
regulations were recently approved by the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) in a 3-2 vote. For a 
concurrent resolution to stop implementation of approved regulations, both the House and Senate must pass it and the 
governor must sign it. If the governor vetoes the resolution, both chambers would need to vote to override the veto. 
Approved by the House 107-92 with all Democrats voting in opposition to the resolution.  
 
New Legislation 
 
SB 1207 Williams, L. (F)(D) 
Medical Emergency Response in Schools. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
providing that each school entity shall conduct mandatory medical emergency response drills within 90 days of the 
start of the school year beginning in the 2022-23 school year. Provides a medical emergency response drill shall be 
conducted while school is in session and students are present. Provides a school entity must adopt policies and 
protocols for a medical emergency response drill which shall be located in the school handbook and posted 
throughout the school. Provides what students should be instructed on during an emergency response drill. Effective 
in 60 days. Introduced and referred to Senate Education April 26, 2022.  
 
HB 2468 Ortitay, J. (R) 
Student Mental Health Focused Grants. Amends the Public School Code, in school safety and security, providing 
student mental health focused grants for the 2022-2023 school year and each school year after. Grants of at least 
$40,000 will be allocated on or before July 31, to each school entity that applies. Applications will be available to 
school entities no later than July 10 with a deadline of July 20. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to 
House Education April 6, 2022. 
 
HB 2521 Gleim, Barbara (R) 
Anti-Indoctrination in Education Act. The Anti-Indoctrination in Teaching Act prohibits public schools from 
engaging in communications and actions relating to prohibited indoctrination and provides requirements for public 
contractors and for enforcement. Prohibits communication and action by public school entities that violate Title IV 
and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Requires the Department of Education (PDE) to develop training to 
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focus on promoting self-governance and addressing differing viewpoints in students and ensuring teachers are 
prepared to impart knowledge without imposing their beliefs, address challenging issues in the classroom, and aid 
students in making reasoned judgments supported by evidence. Requires contracts to prohibit indoctrination. Allows 
complaints to be filed through the public school entity’s governing board if prohibited indoctrination occurs. 
Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education April 18, 2022. 
 
Cosponsor Memos 
HCO2906 Nelson, Napoleon (F)(D) (Montgomery) Allows students to take excused absences for mental health 
reasons.  
SCO1558 Kane, John (F)(D) (Delaware) Creates a statewide children’s mental health ombudsman to advocate for 
children, identify barriers to treatment, monitor compliance with law, and work on complaints regarding violations as 
they each relate to children’s mental health.  
SCO1559 Kane, John (F)(D) (Delaware) Improves the SNAP program by finding an organization to administer the 
program, increase funds available for the Food Bucks program, providing no less than 40 cents to a SNAP recipient 
for each dollar, & expanding nutrition incentives.  
SCO1568 Santarsiero, Steven (F)(D) (Bucks) Requires schools to implement at least one hour, or a standard class 
period, per year of suicide prevention training, violence prevention training, and social inclusion training for students 
in grades six through twelve. 
SCO1572 Kane, John (F)(D) (Delaware) Promotes education about internet safety and strengthens privacy 
protections for students using education services technology.  
SCO1573 Cappelletti, Amanda (F)(D) (Montgomery) Prohibits education technology providers from selling student 
data, using information collected to advertise to students and families, and amassing a profile on students used for 
non-educational purposes. 
 
National and Federal News and Updates 
 
Changes to the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program – Last year, the Department of Education (USED) 
issued a Limited Time Waiver to improve the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program and help those who 
qualify get closer to forgiveness. However, action may be needed in order to take advantage of the waiver before it 
expires on October 31, 2022. AASA has created a template for district leaders to share with their staff that explains 
the new changes to the program and outlines what they must do to participate. Click here for information. 
 
Florida: Rejecting Math Textbooks Over ‘Prohibited’ Terms -- The Florida Department of Education has 
rejected a spate of math resources submitted for state adoption, claiming the materials improperly promote “critical 
race theory” and include references to the popular concept of social-emotional learning. The decision represents a 
striking escalation of the cultural battles focused on classroom lessons that have been repeatedly fueled by 
Republican state officials across the country over the past year. And it’s the clearest example to date of how those 
political fights may affect the work of curriculum providers, who have traditionally regarded Florida as a critical 
market for selling their materials. In a press statement released Friday, Florida Commissioner of Education Richard 
Corcoran said that more than four in 10 of the math materials submitted for approval were “impermissible.” He 
pointed to lack of alignment with Florida’s standards, and the inclusion of “prohibited” topics—specifically naming 
critical race theory, the use of the common core state standards, and the “unsolicited” inclusion of social-emotional 
learning in math. The press statement was headlined, “Florida Rejects Publishers’ Attempts to Indoctrinate Florida 
Students.” Read the rest of the story: “Florida Officials Reject Long List of Math Resources, Citing References 
to Critical Race Theory and SEL” (from Education Week, 4/18/22). 
  
Banning Books -- Students in one Pennsylvania school district were not allowed to read a biography of the first 
Black president, Barack Obama. In some Tennessee classrooms, a nonfiction comic book about the atrocities of the 
Holocaust is banned. And one school district in Wisconsin banned from libraries a picture book about a gay rights 
activist who was assassinated. In the last nine months, hundreds of books across dozens of states are being banned at 
an alarming rate. A majority of the bans feature books written by authors who are people of color, LGBTQ+, Black 
and Indigenous, and feature characters from marginalized groups. And now, state Republican lawmakers are joining 
the movement, spurred by ultra-conservative groups, to ban books from public schools and libraries. This year in 
Arizona, Republicans put forth a measure that would ban schools from teaching or directing students to study any 
material that is “sexually explicit.” In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis recently signed a bill to allow parents greater 

https://www.aasa.org/idea-blog.aspx?id=47778&blogid=84005
https://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/florida-rejects-publishers-attempts-to-indoctrinate-students.stml
https://marketbrief.edweek.org/market-trends/5-core-pieces-social-emotional-learning-research-ed-companies-cant-overlook/
https://marketbrief.edweek.org/market-trends/5-core-pieces-social-emotional-learning-research-ed-companies-cant-overlook/
https://marketbrief.edweek.org/marketplace-k-12/florida-officials-reject-long-list-math-resources-citing-references-critical-race-theory-sel/?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=4100321&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://marketbrief.edweek.org/marketplace-k-12/florida-officials-reject-long-list-math-resources-citing-references-critical-race-theory-sel/?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=4100321&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.azmirror.com/2022/03/16/bill-to-ban-books-with-descriptions-of-sex-from-arizona-schools-moves-forward/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2022/03/25/desantis-approves-boost-to-parental-input-on-school-library-books-critics-fear-bans/
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opportunity to review, and potentially object to, school library books that they find “inappropriate.” 
And in Idaho, state House Republicans passed a bill that would allow librarians to be prosecuted for allowing minors 
to check out material deemed harmful. Some of the states with the most aggressive book bans include Texas with 713 
bans, Pennsylvania with 456 bans, and Florida with 204 bans. Read the rest of the story: “LGBTQ Community, 
People of Color in the Crosshairs of Banned Book Movement” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 4/18/22). 
 

https://idahocapitalsun.com/2022/03/07/idaho-house-passes-bill-that-could-lead-to-prosecution-of-librarians-for-harmful-material/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/civil-rights-social-justice/lgbtq-community-people-of-color-in-the-crosshairs-of-banned-book-movement/?oref=cspa_firstread_nl
https://www.penncapital-star.com/civil-rights-social-justice/lgbtq-community-people-of-color-in-the-crosshairs-of-banned-book-movement/?oref=cspa_firstread_nl
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